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Objections to Drawings 

The Examiner objected to the drawings because the velcro strip, recited in claims 13 and 
14 were not shown. Applicants have cancelled claims 13 and 14, and therefore, the Examiner's 
objection is no longer applicable. 

35 U.S.C. §102(b) Rejection 

In the Final Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-10 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Knights (U.S. Patent No. 5,752,857) (Knights). Moreover, the Examiner 
rejected claims 9-12 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Arney et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 4,749,364) (Arney). 

In rejecting independent claims 1 and 6, the Examiner stated: 

Regarding claim 1, Knights disclosed, (Fig. 7), a PC accessory unit for use with a 
desktop personal computer assembly including a PC keyboard (10), the PC accessory 
unit comprising: a body structure (180) incorporating electronic circuitry (30) for 
operation with a PC; and a connecting assembly (84A, 92) coupled to the body structure 
for attaching body structure externally to the PC keyboard (10). 

Regarding claim 6, Knights disclosed, (Fig. 7), a PC accessory unit for use with a PC 
keyboard (10), comprising: a body structure (180) incorporating electronic circuitry (30) 
for operation with a PC; a connecting assembly (84A, 92) coupled to the body structure 
(180); wherein the connecting assembly is coupled externally to the keyboard. 

Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner's rejection. The present invention is 
directed to a personal computer (PC) accessory unit which can be attached to, and detached from, 
a standard stand alone PC keyboard. In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the 
accessory unit includes a body structure coupled to a connecting assembly. The body structure is 
designed to hold and protect a PC card, such as a SmartCard, so that the user does not misplace 
the card or otherwise damage it. The PC accessory unit is directly attached to the stand alone 
keyboard via the connecting assembly. Thus, the user's PC card is kept and protected in the PC 
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accessory unit in close proximity to the user. (Specification, page 2, lines 11-15). 

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the connecting assembly includes a 
clip. The backside of the keyboard, i.e., the side facing away from the user, is configured to 
receive the clip, so that the PC accessory unit clips into the backside of the keyboard. 

The present invention, as recited in claims 1, 6, 9 and 10, provide: 

1. A PC accessory unit for use with a desktop personal computer assembly 
including a PC keyboard, the PC keyboard being a stand alone component, the PC 
accessory unit comprising: 

a body structure incorporating electronic circuitry for operation with a PC; 

and 

a connecting assembly coupled to the body structure for attaching the body 
structure externally to the PC keyboard. 

6. A PC accessory unit for use with a stand alone PC keyboard, 
comprising: 

a body structure incorporating electronic circuitry for operation with a PC; 

a connecting assembly coupled to the body structure; 

wherein the connecting assembly is coupled externally to the PC keyboard. 

9. A PC accessory unit, comprising: 

a body structure incorporating electronic circuitry for operation with a PC; 
a connecting assembly, including a clip, coupled to the body structure; and 
a keyboard having a backside surface facing away from a user, the 
keyboard configured to receive the connecting assembly and clip at the backside 
of the keyboard, such that the body structure is attached externally with the 
backside of the keyboard, the keyboard being a stand alone component. 

10. A PC accessory unit, comprising: 

a body structure for holding a device for use with a PC; 
a connecting assembly, including a clip, coupled to the body structure; and 
a keyboard having a backside surface facing away from a user, the 
keyboard configured to receive the connecting assembly and clip at the backside 
of the keyboard, such that the body structure is attached externally with the 
backside of the keyboard, the keyboard being a stand alone component. 

Claims 1-10 are Allowable, over TCnighK 

Knights is directed to a Smartcard computer adapter, which allows a user to utilize the 
Smartcard via the computer's IC card slot. The adapter receives a Smartcard at one end, and at 
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the other end, connects with a standard IC card, which is inserted into the computer's IC card 
slot. In Figure 7 (attached), Knights illustrates the adapter (180) in relation to the Smartcard 
(30), the computer (10) having a IC card slot (12), and the IC card (14A) inserted therein. As is 
shown, the adapter (180) attaches to the IC card (14A) by inserting the adapter plug (84A) into 
the IC card receptacle (82A) (Col. 4, lines 50-52). 

Applicants respectfully submit that Knights fails to teach or suggest the present invention, 
as recited in claims 1, 6, 9 and 10. In particular, Knights fails to teach or suggest "a connecting 
assembly coupled to the body structure for attaching the body structure externally to the PC 
keyboard'" as recited in claim 1, or "a keyboard, wherein the connecting assembly is coupled 
externally to the keyboard," as recited in claim 6, or "a keyboard, ... the keyboard configured to 
receive the connecting assembly . . . such that the body structure is attached externally with the . . 
. keyboard," as recited in claims 9 and 10. 

In Knights, the adapter is electrically and mechanically connected to the IC card, via the 
socket contacts and adapter plug. The adapter is not attached externally to the computer because 
the IC card is inserted into the computer. The IC card and, indirectly, the adapter are attached 
internally to the computer, i.e., the IC card is electrically and mechnically connected to a 
component (IC card slot) inside the computer. Therefore, the IC card/adapter is not "attached 
externally" to the keyboard, as recited in claims 1, 6, 9 and 10. 

Moreover, the IC card is not a part of the computer; rather, it is a removable device that 
plugs into a computer via an IC card slot. Thus, while the adapter is connected to the IC card, it 
is not attached to the computer. Accordingly, Knights fails to teach or suggest "a connecting 
assembly coupled to the body structure for attaching the body structure externally to the PC 
keyboard" as recited in claim 1, or "a keyboard, wherein the connecting assembly is coupled 
externally to the keyboard," as recited in claim 6, or "a keyboard, ... the keyboard configured to 
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receive the connecting assembly . . . such that the body structure is attached externally with the ... 
keyboard" as recited in claim 9 and 10. 

Secondly, nothing in Knights suggests or teaches attaching the body structure to the "PC 
keyboard" as recited in claims 1, 6, 9 and 10. In the present invention, the body structure is 
mechanically attached externally to the keyboard via the connecting assembly. The connecting 
assembly provides mechanical attachment only, and because it is attached externally, it does not 
provide an electrical connection to the computer. In Knights, the adapter must be connected 
electrically and mechanically to the IC card, which in turn is inserted into the IC card slot of the 
computer. The IC card becomes electrically connected to the computer's processing system via 
the slot. 

Nothing in Knights teaches or suggests that the adapter/IC card can be attached externally 
to the keyboard, as opposed to the IC card slot. Indeed, this would make absolutely no sense 
because the IC card would not be able to make electrical contact with the computer if it were 
attached to the PC keyboard. Without an electrical contact with the computer, Knights' adapter 
would be useless because the computer would not be able to access the contents of the 
Smartcard. 

Furthermore, Knights' adapter is not intended for use with a standard stand alone PC 
keyboard, as recited in claims 1, 6, 9 and 10. In Knights, the IC card slot into which the IC card 
is inserted is located on the side of a computer device, where electrical contact with the computer 
is possible. The computer device presumably has the requisite hardware and software to 
communicate with the IC card, and is an intelligent device, such as a notebook as illustrated in 
Figure 1 of Knights. Because the notebook computer incorporates a keyboard, the keyboard is 
not a stand alone component. 

The stand alone keyboard, as recited in the present invention, is a standard data input 
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device used in a desktop environment. The standard keyboard generally has an electrical cord 
that connects to a port in the computer. It does not include memory or a processor. It merely 
allows the user to communicate (entering data or commands) with the computer. Unlike the 
computer device of Knights, the stand alone keyboard does not have the capability to 
communicate with the body structure. Afterall, the body structure is only externally attached to 
the keyboard. Accordingly, Knights fails to teach or suggest "attaching the body structure 
externally to the PC keyboard," "the keyboard being a stand alone component," as recited in 
claims 1, 6, 9 and 10. 

For reasons discussed above, Knights fails to teach or suggest the present invention, as 
recited in claims 1, 6, 9 and 10. Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 1, 6, 9 and 
10 are allowable over Knights. Claims 2-5, and 7-8 depend on claims 1 and 6 respectively and 
the above arguments apply with equal force to these claims. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully submit that claims 2-5 and 7-8 are also allowable over Knights. 

Claims 9-12 are, Allowable Over Arney 

As stated above, independent claims 9 and 10 are similar in scope to claims 1 and 6. 
Claims 9 and 10, however, also recite that the "connecting assembly and clip [is attached] at the 
backside of the keyboard." The keyboard's backside is a "surface facing away from a user." 

Arney fails to teach or suggest the present invention, as recited in claims 9 and 10. Arney 
is directed to an attachment apparatus that allows a user to attach and detach a display monitor to 
a portable computer. As is shown in Figure 1, the LCD display 105 includes two plugs 107 
which are received by sockets 103 in the portable computer 101. One of the sockets 103 includes 
an electrical connector, such that when the display 105 is connected to the portable computer 
101, power and electrical signals are provided to the display 105, i.e., the display becomes 
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operable. (Col. 3, lines 1-27). 

Arney fails to teach or suggest "a keyboard, ... the keyboard configured to receive the 
connecting assembly . . . such that the body structure is attached externally with the . . . 
keyboard," as recited in claims 9 and 10. As stated above, the present invention provides that the 
body structure is attached externally to the keyboard. In Arney, the display 105 is plugged into 
the portable computer 101 via the sockets 103, i.e., the display 105 is attached internally to the 
computer 101. Thus, the display is not "attached externally" to the keyboard, as recited in claims 
9 and 10. 

Moreover, Arney does not teach or suggest attaching the display to the "keyboard, the 
keyboard being a stand alone component," as recited in claims 9 and 10. Rather, in Arney, the 
display is mechanically and electrically connected to the portable computer 101, not the 
keyboard. Attaching Arney' s display to the keyboard would make no sense because the display 
would not be able to make electrical contact the computer if it were attached to the keyboard. 
Without electrical contact with the computer, the display would be useless because it would not 
receive power and signals from the computer. 

Furthermore, Arney' s display is not intended for use with a standard stand alone PC 
keyboard, as recited in claims 9 and 10. Arney' s display must be connected to a computer, such 
as the portable computer illustrated in Figure 1. Because the portable computer incorporates a 
keyboard, the keyboard is not a stand alone component. Accordingly, Arney fails to teach or 
suggest "a keyboard . . . configured to receive the connecting assembly and clip . . ., such that the 
body structure is attached externally with the . . . keyboard, the keyboard being a stand alone 
component," as recited in claims 9 and 10. 

For reasons discussed above, Arney fails to teach or suggest the present invention, as 
recited in claims 9 and 10. Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 9 and 10 are 
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Claims 1 1 and 12 depend on independent claim 6. Like claims 9 and 10, claim 6 recites 
the features that distinguish claims 9 and 10 from Arney. Therefore, the arguments above 
relating to claims 9 and 10 apply with full force to claim 6, and in turn, to claims 11 and 12. 
Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 1 1 and 12 are allowable over Arney. 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that the claims in the application are patentable 
over the cited reference and are in condition for allowance. Reconsideration of the rejections and 
objections is requested. 

Applicant's attorney believes that this application is in condition for allowance. Should 
any unresolved issues remain, Examiner is invited to call Applicant's attorney at the telephone 
number indicated below. 
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